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TOP LEFT: E. Lily Yu, 2017 LaSalle Storyteller Award recipient, 
Photo: Glorian Yu, TOP RIGHT: Peter Mountford, 2016 LaSalle 
Storyteller Award recipient, Photo: Sarah Samudre, BOTTOM 
LEFT: Daughters of the Air, 2017, by Anca L. Szilágyi, 2015 LaSalle 
Storyteller Award recipient, BOTTOM CENTER: Juan Carlos 
Reyes, 2018 LaSalle Storyteller Award recipient. Photo: Angela 
Louise Walker, BOTTOM RIGHT, Elements of a Bystander, 2018, 
by Juan Carlos Reyes, 2018 LaSalle Storyteller Award recipient
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ABOUT ARTIST TRUST
Artist Trust is a not-for-profit organization whose sole mission is to support and en-
courage individual artists working in all disciplines in order to enrich community life 
throughout Washington State. It has invested over $10 million in Washington State 
artists since its founding in 1986. Visit www.artisttrust.org to learn more.

ABOUT THE AWARD
The LaSalle Storyteller Award is an unrestricted grant of $10,000 given to a Washington 
State artist engaged in storytelling through their artistic discipline. The 2019 Award will 
recognize an outstanding literary artist working in fiction.

Artists of color and artists outside of King County are strongly encouraged 
to apply. For support with your application, see the Support Opportunities 
section on page 3.  

FUNDING FOR THE AWARD
Funding for the LaSalle Storyteller Award is generously donated by author Gar La-
Salle. A physician, sculptor, and award-winning filmmaker and author, Gar LaSalle 
has been honored widely in both the medical and arts communities for his leader-
ship and creativity. He is a co-founder of TeamHealth, the nation’s largest physician 
staffing company and served for thirteen years as its national chief medical officer. 
He also is an adjunct professor of emergency medicine at Cornell-Columbia and the 
University of Washington. Gar has earned acclaim for his debut novel, Widow Walk, 
and the first two sequels, Isthmus and The Fairness of Beasts, which reflect his love 
of history. All three novels have been optioned for the screen by Seattle based Heyou 
Media. His first feature-length film, Diary of a Moonlighter, was produced in 1976 
and aired on the PBS series P.O.V. He writes from his home in Seattle and sculpts in 
his studio on Maury Island.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE
The 2019 LaSalle Storyteller Award is open to fiction writers residing in Washington 
State. 
APPLICANTS MUST BE:
• 18 years of age or older;
• Washington State residents at the time of 

application and payment;
• An individual literary artist working in 

fiction, which includes novels, short 
stories, novellas, and experimental works 
of fiction;

APPLICANTS MAY NOT BE:
• Previous recipients of the LaSalle 

Storyteller Award, James W. Ray 
Distinguished Artist, or Arts Innovator 
Awards;

• Recipients of another Artist Trust grant 
in 2019;

• Graduate or undergraduate matriculated 
students enrolled in any degree program 
at the deadline date of September 9, 
2019;

• Applying on behalf of a company, 
nonprofit, organization, fiscal 
sponsorship, community group, 
ensembles, or collective; 

• Current Artist Trust staff, Board 
of Trustees, honorary committee, 
consultants, contractors, current LaSalle 
Storyteller Award panelists, or their 
immediate family.

LaSalle
Storyteller Award 
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Application 
    Process

TOP: A Summer’s Lynching, 2017, by Juan Carlos 
Reyes, 2018 LaSalle Storyteller Award recipient, 
MIDDLE: Anca L. Szilágyi, 2015 LaSalle Storyteller 
Award recipient, BOTTOM: The White-Throated 
Transmigrant, 2017, by E. Lily Yu, 2017 LaSalle 
Storyteller Award recipient.

HOW TO APPLY
The 2019 LaSalle Storyteller Award application is available online starting 
August 5, 2019. Visit artisttrust.submittable.com/submit to submit. 

DEADLINE: Monday, September 9, 2019, 11:59 PM PST 

LASALLE STORYTELLER AWARD SUPPORT OPPORTUNITIES
Applying for grants can be hard, and we want to help you. Artist Trust offers the 

following support services and resources to guide you through the application process: 

Office Hours: one-on-one consultations with our staff, provided in-person or over 
the phone, on August 23 and September 4. Make an appointment at artisttrust.org.
Preliminary Application Review: submit your application through Submittable by 
August 19 and check the box to request preliminary review. Our staff will review your 
application and provide feedback by August 30. The application is then opened for 
editing and must be resubmitted by the final deadline, September 9, 11:59 PM PST.
Webinar: learn about the selection process and get tips for submitting a strong 

application on August 14, 12:00 PM. Register here or at artisttrust.org.

Reference Guide: review examples of successful applications from previous awardees at 
artisttrust.org.
Resources: visit artisttrust.org for toolkits, tips, and other information.
Contact Us: We are happy to answer questions about your application. Our contact 
information is on page 6. Please note: it’s hard for us to answer questions on the day of 
the deadline. Start your application early and don’t wait to contact us with questions.

MATERIALS TO SUBMIT:
 Biography—150 words or less
 Essay—400 words or less
 Work Samples—See Work Sample details on page 5
 Artist Résumé- 5 pages or less
 Impact Statement—200 words

https://artisttrust.org/index.php/events/event/artist_trust._seattle_office_hours
https://artisttrust.org/index.php/events/event/artist_trust._seattle_office_hours1
https://artisttrust.org/index.php/events/event/artist_trust_apply_for_the_2019_lasalle_storyteller_award_webinar
https://artisttrust.org/resources/lasalle-storyteller-award-reference-guide/ 
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1. Read the guidelines and 
instructions carefullly and follow 
them. 

2. Start your application at least a 
week before the deadline and give 
yourself plenty of time to prepare 
your materials. Don’t wait until the 
last minute to submit. Submittable 
slows down from high traffic in 
the hours before the deadline. We 
do not accept late applications for 
any reasons, including technical 
difficulties.

3. Draft and save your application in 
a word processing program. Copy 
and paste the text into Submittable 
when you are ready to submit.

4. Prepare your biography. A 
biography (150 words or less) tells 
your story as an artist. It provides 
details about you and your work, 
such as where you were born or 
grew up, your training, career 
development, accomplishments, or 
other information that may not be 
found elsewhere in the application.

5. Prepare your essay. In the essay 
(400 words or less), describe how 
your work demonstrates excellence 
in storytelling. Consider how plot, 
character, narrative technique, point 
of view, persona, and other elements 
of craft shape your approach to 
storytelling. 

6. Prepare your work sample(s). Work 
samples are the most important part 
of your application. The primary work 
sample is 15 pages or less and may 
include one or two works or excerpts 
of works (novels, short stories, novellas, 
or experimental works of fiction). You 
may also submit a secondary work 
sample of 3 pages or less. See the Work 
Sample Guidelines on page 5 for more 
information.

7. Prepare artist résumé. An artist 
résumé (5 pages or less) is an 
overview of your professional 
experience, accomplishments, 
education, training, and other 
information about your artistic 
career. It’s much like a job resume, 
except its focus is your art. The 
résumé must be submitted as a .pdf 
file.

8. Prepare your impact statement. The 
impact statement (200 words or less) 
explains how this award will make 
a difference for you. What will the 
funding and recognition do for you, 
your work, and your practice? How 
will you use the money?  

9. Use Artist Trust as a resource. 
Take advantage of our support 
services and resources listed on 
page 3. You can find examples of 
each component of the LaSalle 
Storyteller Award application in the 
reference guide at artisttrust.org. 

10.  Have a peer or colleague 
review your application before 
submission.

 If you have questions about your 
application, the guidelines, your 
eligibility, or anything else, give 
us a call or email. Our contact 
information is on page 6, or call 
(206) 467-8734 and ask to speak 
with someone from our program 
team.Ti
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OVERVIEW
You may submit work samples in 
manuscript format only. The works 
in your samples should have been 
created within the past 7 years. 
Manuscripts must be fiction, which 
includes novels, short stories, novel-
las, or experimental works. Scripts, 
plays, film, and performance are not 
accepted. 

PRIMARY WORK 
SAMPLE
• One manuscript with a maximum of 

15 pages, plus one synopsis page. 
• The primary work sample may 

consist of one or two works or 
excerpts of one or two works.  

• All manuscripts must be double-
spaced with a 12-point font size or 
larger (except experimental works). 
Include your last name and page 
numbers on the bottom of each 
page. 

• If submitting excerpts of two works, 
the sample should be submitted 
combined into one file.

• File type: .pdf. 

SECONDARY WORK 
SAMPLE
• One manuscript with a maximum of 

3 pages, plus one synopsis page. 
• The secondary work sample may 

consist of one to three works or 
excerpts of one to three works.  

• Do not include work or excerpts of 
work submitted in the primary work 

sample.
• All manuscripts must be double-

spaced with a 12-point font size or 
larger (except experimental works). 
Include your last name and page 
numbers on the bottom of each 
page. 

• If submitting excerpts of more than 
one work, the sample should be 
submitted combined into one file.

• File type: .pdf. 

SYNOPSIS PAGE
• Your synopsis can be single- or 

double- spaced.
• A synopsis page is required for both 

the primary and secondary work 
samples, one synopsis page for 
each. Include it as the first page 
of the work sample (one synopsis 
page + maximum 15 primary work 
samples pages; one synopsis page + 
maximum 3 secondary work sample 
pages).

• Use the synopsis page to include 
any information or context that 
would be helpful to the panelists. 
A synopsis page can include 
publication dates, whether the 
selections are from a larger series, 
additional description, or details 
about where the piece fits within a 
larger body of work.

• If the work sample consists of 
multiple excerpts, use the synopsis 
page to explain where the samples 
fit within the larger bodies of work 
and to describe the relationship 

between them, if any.  

WORK SAMPLE ORDER
•Submittable orders your files in the 

order that you upload them. Please 
title your files in the following 
format YOURLASTNAME_
WORKSAMPLE. For example, the 
primary work sample would be 
titled Ramos_PWS.pdf, and the 
second work sample would be titled 
Ramos_SWS.pdf. 

Work Sample

 Guidelines

 “Storytelling is the art that 

advances our awareness of our 

human condition. Perfected 

as an art form, it intrigues and 

entertains, and its creations 

are revered and repeated.  

The stories we tell about 

ourselves to ourselves become 

us.  

The Storyteller is a gift giver. I am 

creating this award to honor the 

venerable tradition of storytelling 

and the master storytellers who 

add the color to the arc of our 

existence.” —Gar LaSalle
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Selection Process
CRITERIA
Applications are reviewed by a panel 
consisting of three writers or pro-
fessionals with backgrounds in the 
literary arts. For example, your work 
may be reviewed by a novelist, a short 
story writer, and a publisher. Pan-
elists review all eligible applications 
online through Submittable and meet 
at Artist Trust to discuss applications 
and recommend a recipient. Panelists 
are asked to review all applicants 
through a lens of racial equity and 
consider geographic diversity. The 
panel selects the recipients based on:

• Artistic excellence;
• Excellence in storytelling as evi-
denced in body of work;
• The professional background of the 
artist;
• Originality and writing skill.

SELECTION PANELISTS
Selection panelists are chosen by Art-
ist Trust staff and represent a range of 
practices, ages, genders, geographies, 
ethnicities, and stages in their careers. 
Panelists are kept confidential until 
the announcement of the awards.

Live panels are open to the public. 
Space is limited to two observers per 
panel. You may not observe a panel 
if you have a pending application for 
that award. Contact brian@artisttrust.
org if you’d like to observe a panel.

RACIAL EQUITY
BACKGROUND 
Artist Trust is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that helps Washington State art-
ists of all disciplines thrive through 
direct support, connections, and 
advocacy. We believe a fair and just 
society ensures artists of all back-
ground and identities are included in 
its cultural narratives. 

ARTIST TRUST RACIAL 
EQUITY STATEMENT 
Artist Trust commits to addressing 
historical and structural barriers 
in access to artist funding, resourc-
es, and leadership opportunities for 
people of color (POC). By working 
towards racial equity within our 
organization, funding programs, and 
services, we are working against 
systems of racism, engaging in part-

nership with people of color, and truly 
fulfilling our mission to support ALL 
artists in Washington State.

Read more about our work towards 
racial equity at artisttrust.org

SCHEDULE
• Application opens August 5
• Preliminary application review 
deadline August 19 (Feedback provided 
by August 30)
• Application deadline September 9
• Panel review September - October
• Notification late November
• Award announcement December 2

QUESTIONS?

CONTACT ARTIST TRUST:
• with questions about application requirements, 

guidelines, eligibility, etc.; 
• if you need to access or edit a submitted application 

prior to the deadline of September 9, 2019.

CONTACT SUBMITTABLE:
• with website access issues;
• with questions about uploading or formatting images;
• with other technical support needs.
http://help.submittable.com/ 

ARTIST TRUST
Monday–Friday: 9:00am–5:00pm PST

Brian McGuigan // Program Director
brian@artisttrust.org : 206/467-8734 x23

and
Lydia Boss // Program Manager

lydia@artisttrust.org: 206/467-8734 x25
and

Zach Frimmel // Program Coordinator
zach@artisttrust.org: 206/467-8734 x20

https://artisttrust.org/index.php/about/equity

